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ESPON 2013 Programme 

Programme under EU Structural Funds 2007-2013:

− Objective 3 on European Territorial Cooperation

− Provide comparable facts and evidence on dynamics 
on the European territory its regions and cities

− EU 27 plus Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and EU 27 plus Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and 
Switzerland

− Managed by Luxembourg

Structure of intervention:

– What is the ESPON 2013 Programme?

Wh t id  d  th  ESPON d li  t  li  – What evidence does the ESPON deliver to policy 
development?

– What themes have policy demand defined for the next p y
ESPON projects?



The ESPON 2013 Operational Programme



ESPON 2013 Programme Strategy

Mission statement:

– Support policy development in relation to territorial 
h i d h i i i l d lcohesion and a harmonious territorial development

– Provide comparable information, evidence, analyses 
and scenarios on territorial structures and dynamics and scenarios on territorial structures and dynamics 

– Reveal territorial capital and potentials in support of 
the competitiveness of regions, cities and larger 
territories

Key principles: 

– Policy demand driven applied research themes

– Use of ESPON results by stakeholders

– Scientific platform for European applied territorial 
research



5 Programme Priorities

• Priority 1:  Applied research on territorial development, 
competitiveness and cohesion

• Priority 2:  Targeted analysis based on user demands/
European perspective to different types of 
territoriesterritories

• Priority 3:  Scientific platform and tools/ 
Territorial indicators, data, analytical tools , , y
and scientific support

• Priority 4:  Capitalisation, ownership and participation/ 
Capacity building  dialogue and networkingCapacity building, dialogue and networking

• Priority 5:  Technical assistance, analytical support and 
communication plancommunication plan



ESPON 2013 Programme budget

TOTAL €45,378 mill.
(ERDF 34,033 mill.)

Priority 1: Applied research €19 241 millPriority 1: Applied research €19,241 mill.

Priority 2: Targeted analysis €6,536 mill.

Priority 3: Scientific platform €6,148 mill.

Priority 4: Capitalisation €5,514 mill.

Priority 5: Technical Assistance, €7.938 mill.Priority 5: Technical Assistance, 
Analytical Support and Communication

€7.938 mill.

• Additional contribution from Partner States: €1,800 mill.           ,
(Switzerland, Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein)



Progress on Applied Research

• Themes of the 6 first projects (P1):

– Cities and Urban Agglomerations: Functionality and 
development opportunities for European development opportunities for European 
competitiveness and cohesion

– Development Opportunities in different types of Rural 
Areas

– Demography and Migratory Flows affecting European 
regions and cities regions and cities 

– Effects of Rising Energy Prices on Regional 
Competitiveness

– Territorial Impact Assessment of Policies (exploratory)

– Climate Change and Territorial Effects on regions and 
l l ilocal economies



Progress on Targeted Analysis

• 8 Targeted Analysis using ESPON results (P2):

– The Case for Agglomeration Economies in Europe

– The Development of the Islands – European Islands 
and Cohesion Policy

C B d  P l i  M li  R i  – Cross-Border Polycentric Metropolitan Regions 

– Success for Convergence Regions’ Economies 

P t ti l f R l R i  ( t id  th  E  ) – Potential of Rural Regions (outside the European core) 

– Spatial Scenarios: New Tools for Local-Regional 
Territories Territories 

– Transnational Support Method for European 
Cooperation

– Territorial Diversity 



Progress on Scientific Platform

• Major projects (P3):

− ESPON 2013 Database

– Territorial Indicators/Indices (exploratory phase) 

– Territorial Monitoring (coming later) 

• Other projects:
Map updates for trend analysis– Map updates for trend analysis

– Tools development (in support of analysis)



ESPON results in reports and maps



Demographic change

P l ti  d li  • Population decline 
(natural population change 
and migration)

hl f d• Highly fragmented pattern 
with both declining and 
increasing regions 

•Competition between 
regions for human 
resourcesresources
•Major urban areas and 
pleasant retirement areas in 
good positiongood position



Functional Urban Areas in Europe

Cl ifi ti  di  t  Classification according to 
- Population
- Transport 

Education- Education
- Headquarters
- Administration
- Industry - Industry 



Main European metropolitan areas 

M t lit   •Metropolitan areas 
important economic 
drivers in the European/ 
global context
•Pentagon (14-32-46)
•High GDP growth in •High GDP growth in 
areas with relatively lower 
GDP level (% 1995-2002)
•Increasing importance of 
Metropolitan regions in 
proximity of and outside p y
the core



Potential accessibility multimodal, 2001

A t i h  tt  A centre-periphery pattern 
at European scale: 
• Strong for road and rail
• More polycentric for air



Absolute change of potential accessibility by road 
between 2001 and 2006

• Areas in the vicinity of 
the Pentagon are 
improving in potential p g p
accessibility by road
• Eastern fringe of the 
Pentagon is gaining the Pentagon is gaining the 
most 



Economic Lisbon indicators

7 out of 14 Lisbon indicators:7 out of 14 Lisbon indicators:
(1) GDP/capita, 
(2) GDP/employed person, 
(3) Employment rate, 
(4) Employment rate of older 

workers, 
(5) Gross domestic expenditure on 

R&D R&D 
(6) Dispersion of regional 

(un)employment rates 
(7) Long-term unemployment rate.



Aggregated natural and technological hazards



Flood recurrence Winter & tropical 

Natural Hazards

Flood recurrence Winter & tropical 
storms

Southern Europe: 
Forest fires and 
drought hazards  
Western and Northern 
Europe: Winter 

F t fiPrecipitation deficit

Europe: Winter 
storms, storm surges 
and floods

Forest firesPrecipitation deficitClimate: Affects 
frequency, intensity 
and coverageg



Share of World population by state (1950-2000)



Share of World GDP pps by state (1950-2000)



Human development index 2002 – Global component

Th  j it  f E  • The majority of European 
countries have a high level 
of human development. 

• Main discontinuity between 
the EU and its neighbours in 
the South.

• Another major 
discontinuity is located in the 
Sahara between Northern Sahara between Northern 
Africa and the Sub-Sahara 
countries. 



Population ageing towards 2030



Europe and its neighbourhood towards 2030



Comparing territorial effects of scenarios 2030



The next ESPON projects



Next projects (1)

• Themes of the 8 next Applied Research projects (P1):

– Attractiveness of European regions and cities for
residents and visitorsresidents and visitors

– European patterns of Land Use

– Territorial cooperation in transnational areas andp
across internal/external borders

– Accessibility at regional/local scale and patterns in
EuropeEurope

– Secondary Growth Poles in territorial development

– European perspectives on specific types of territoriesp p p p yp

– Territorial dimension of innovation and knowledge
economy

l l d fl– Continental territorial structures and flows
(globalisation)



More information

Thank you for your attention!

More information on 
the ESPON 2013 Programme 

can be found oncan be found on

www espon eu/ESPON2013www.espon.eu/ESPON2013


